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(L-R) Mary Anne Pescosolido, R.N. (MMH AMU/GI Manager), Michelle Kane (Operations Manager, 
Community Cancer Care; Cindy Moore (donor); Dr. Stephen Hauser (Radiation Oncologist and Medical 
Director of Community Cancer Care); Margaret Lane (Chief Therapist-Cancer Center); Carol Coelho, R.N. 
(Charge Nurse/AMU); and Kris Popovitch, Administrative Director Cancer Services/NRRON/WCW.

For every heartbreak, there is an opportunity 

to transform feelings of sadness to expres-

sions of joy. It may not be immediate, but 

somewhere down the road a spark turns into 

a flame of purpose. That’s Cindy Moore’s 

story. 

Manchester resident Cindy Moore lost her 

mother to lung cancer in February 1994, 

and an uncle also died from the same disease 

in May 2005. Both were diagnosed around 

the holiday season. “I remember hearing 

Christmas Carols when I was taking care of 

my mother during the last months of her 

life,” says Cindy. “It is that memory that 

moved me to want to do something for can-

cer patients, especially around the holidays. I 

feel I have a unique connection with them.” 

From that moment on, she began baking 

holiday cookies for cancer patients.

But approximately three years ago, the 

idea of doing something more began to per-

colate in her mind. She just wasn’t sure how 

to get started. Many of her leads became 

dead ends, until this year when she contact-

ed Richard Silvia, Development Officer at the 

ECHN HealthCare Foundation, who Cindy 

says helped solidify her game plan. Her idea 

was to contact local businesses for gift dona-

tions and then create gift bags to distribute 

to cancer patients at Christmas time. Richard 

told her he liked the idea and gave her the 

green light to proceed.

Shortly after Halloween, Cindy began 

calling every business she could think of 

from pharmacies to grocery stores, coffee 

shops to restaurants, and many, many more. 

In the end, she contacted 71 businesses. At 

first, her attempts were not successful, until 

she realized for some businesses she had to 

contact the corporate offices. That meant 

a few long-distance telephone calls and a 

little help from Richard. Suddenly the tide 

changed, and it seemed to Cindy that every-

one she contacted wanted to give something. 

Those businesses that couldn’t donate this 

year suggested that she contact them next 

year. “I couldn’t believe how good everyone 

was and so willing to give,” says Cindy. 

Even family members began to respond 

to her cause. “My cousin’s wife’s father gave 

me a $20 donation out of the blue,” she says. 

“I have never met this man before, but his 

wife had a bout with cancer, and he said they 

both wanted to help with my efforts.”

In addition to contacting businesses for 

donations, Cindy made over 100 magnets 

(snowmen, Christmas trees, and more) on 

which she wrote uplifting messages, such as 

“A smile warms the soul,” “Believe,” “Cour-

age,” and holiday song titles like “O Holy 

Night.”

On Tuesday, December 15, Cindy deliv-

ered a total of 86 gift bags to The John A. 

DeQuattro Community Cancer Center. “I 

think my mother and Uncle Joe would have 

gotten the biggest kick out of this,” she says. 

“I remember my uncle saying that dur-

ing his treatment at this very same cancer 

center, they had passed out carnations. He 

thought the carnation was the best thing 

in the world. So I hope the gift bags will 

mean something special to the person who 

receives one.” 

“It was amazing,” said Kris Popovitch, 

Administrative Director Cancer Services/ 

NRRON/WCW. “She individually wrapped 

each gift with care; they were color coded, 

and there were bags for females and males.” 

“It was a lot of work, but definitely well 

worth it,” says Cindy. “I had a ball doing it. I 

can’t wait to do this again.”

Recently, she was sidelined from work-

ing with children because of back problems. 

The axiom, “When a door closes, a window 

opens,” holds true for Cindy. The window 

that opened for her is an enthusiastic desire 

to work with cancer patients. 
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